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Faith. Hope. Love in Action. 
Assembly 2010 

We are so blessed to have Assembly so close ï 
St. Louis, MO ï April 29 to May 2.  We hope 
many of you are planning to go to this quadren-
nial gathering of women from around the world 
to worship and fellowship.  To sign up, go to 
www.umwmission.org.  To find out if there are 
any rooms left in the block our conference had 
blocked at the Crown Plaza, call Helen 
Simpkins at 217.824.8625. 
 

We have been asked to make prayer shawls 
and baby blankets, so if you crochet, knit or 
sew, hereôs a great opportunity for you to put 
your creative talents to use.  Suggested sizes 
are: prayer shawls ïtriangles 65 inches long 
and 32 inches center back; rectangles 19 
inches by 69 inches or 14 inches by 70 inches 
(or somewhere in that range).  Baby blankets ï 
30 x 30 inches, 32 x 32 inches, 36 x 36 inches 
or 38 x 38 inches. 
 

These shawls and blankets are to be prayed 
over by your local unit/church and then sent to: 
Linda C. Douglas, Womenôs Division/General 

Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, 
Room 1504, New York, NY 10115 by March 1, 
2010.  This is a very short turn-around time, but  
our District can get some made and sent by that 
time.  Please let District President Judy Stoll 
know how many your unit sent for our confer-
ence reports and our bragging rights! 
 

With Assembly being in St. Louis this year, it is 
especially important that our units consider giv-
ing a donation to Assembly. This offering will 
fund organizations and projects that address 
issues of global health and environment justice 
issues through education, advocacy and direct 
services on behalf of women, children and 
youth. 
 

Your unit can make a contribution when you 
send your remittance to our District Treasurer, 
Nina Holt, any time this year. Some units make 
this a yearly designated donation. However 
your unit decides, the money will be put to good 
use in our mission work. 

District Spring Meeting 
diapers and wipes for Lessie Bates to the meet-
ing.  And donôt forget your Box Tops for Educa-
tion! 
 

More information about the ñHands Onò project 
can be found on page 4.  A flyer/registration 
form for the spring meeting is also included in 
the newsletter. 

The Spring Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
March 27 at the Rantoul UMC, located at 200 S 
Century Blvd, Rantoul.   

 

Please bring womenôs socks (ankle or low cut 
styles) and Wal-Mart, McDonaldôs or Subway 
gift cards for Cunningham Childrenôs Home and 
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Presidentõs Perspectives 
Thank you for choosing me to be your 
district president for 2010. I am honored 
to serve you, and pray that God will give 
our executive board the wisdom and 
desire to follow his leading in our mis-
sion work.   
 

We have a real challenge ahead of us. 
Bobby Walker was outstanding as she 
led us in new directions of giving and 
serving, The hands-on projects we have 
done the past three years have been 
fun, itôs brought our district closer in 
fellowship and sharing. And, what a 
blessing those projects have been for 
the recipients!  We plan on continuing 
doing projects like that this year. If you 
have suggestions for projects, let me 
know. 
 

I want to visit as many units in our dis-
trict as possible this year. Please send 

me an invitation and I will do my best to 
be at your meeting.  
 

Check the dates listed in this newsletter 
for upcoming meetings. Mark your cal-
endar for the March 27th District meet-
ing in Rantoul.  
 

As we become more technical in our 
lives, it is faster and cheaper to contact 
your units by email. Presidents, please 
send me your email address. If you do 
not have email, we would like the name 
of a unit officer that has email so that 
we can contact with you through them.  
It would be great if we had all the unit 
officerôs emails to list in our directory.  
Iôm not ready to blog or face book or 
twitter yet, but hey, itôs the new way of 
communicating! If we can just do more 
emailing, that would help get the infor-
mation out faster and with less ex-

pense. 
 

Again, thank you for your support. Pray 
for me and the other district officers as 
we seek to do Godôs will and to serve 
you in our UMW mission work. 
 

As the Bible says in Romans 8:28, God 
is working, moving, shaping and using 
everything in our lives for ultimate good. 
He is not bound by our lack of trust, our 
doubts or fears. God invites us to draw 
near and do his will. May you draw near 
to God as you serve him in the work of 
UMW this year! 
  

Judy Stoll 
1463 Harper Dr 
Rantoul IL 61866 
tel: 217.893.4410 
cell: 217.493.6755 
email: jstoll@illinois.edu 

The Beacon is a publication of the Iroquois River District United Methodist Women 

Editor: Pat Setzler, Communications Coordinator, 217.351.7797, Email:  office@iroquoisriverdistrict.org. 

The Beacon is published to report and inform UMW of district and conference programs. 

  For more information visit the Iroquois River District web site (www.iroquoisriverdistrict.org) 

and click on the UMW link. 

ton.  During my years as a teacher I 
conducted workshops, seminars and 
classes.  I was also a Scholastic Bowl 
coach for 17 years winning regionals, 
sectionals and a state championship. 
In 1990 I was awarded a ñTeacher of 
the Yearò award.   
 

In May of 2005 I retired from teaching 
and in June 2005 my husband retired 
from the ministry for the second time.  
We moved to Savoy to enjoy our retire-
ment.  In early 2009 my husband died 
after a long illness.   
 

I am an active member in the Savoy 
UMC.  Being active in the choir and the 

An Introduction From the Fox Den 
ñFor I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and hope.ò 
                Jeremiah 29:11 
 

My husband and I served the United 
Methodist Church in the Central IL area 
for 55 years.  Carl had said many, many 
times, we do not want to go to church or 
do church, we want to be the church. 
 

I taught in Danville public schools for 30 
years.  I received my bachelorôs degree 
in elementary education from Illinois 
State University in Normal and my mas-
terôs degree in school administration 
from Eastern IL University in Charles-

UMW helps be a part of the church in 
everyday life.  In my new chapter of my 
life as vice president, I am looking for-
ward to all of us working as a team to 
serve, care and love others in our mis-
sion giving and to planting seeds of faith 
for our Lord and Master everywhere we 
go.  The easiest way  to do this is by 
being a living example. 
 

God bless and Happy New Year! 
 

Becky Fox 
203 Misty Cove 
Savoy IL  61874 
tel: 217.352.3759 
email:  rebecca_fox_416@comcast.net 

mailto:jstoll@illinois.edu
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Tidbits From Judy 
Iôm hoping that 2010 proves to be a 
wonderful year.  In assuming the posi-
tion of District Secretary, I have the 
daunting task of taking over for the very 
efficient Susan Patterson.  Email is very 
new to me, although Iôve had it for sev-
eral months.  (My grandson is helping 
me get used to it!) 

Iôm asking that you have patience with 
me as I take over the position.  With 
Godôs help, Iôm certain I can do the job 
to the best of my ability. 
 

Please feel free to contact me either by 
email or snail mail with suggestions, 
encouragement, or just to say óhelloô. 

In Christ, 
 

Judy Hudgens 
978 N Marthaôs Ct 
Milford IL 60953 
tel: 815.889.4975 
 

Nominations  
Nominations is a very special part of the 
UMW process.  Where else can you 
have such an impact on how things are 
done?  Please think hard and ask ques-
tions of yourself and God.  Perhaps you 
have been pushing back feelings in this 
area of service.   
 

Joyce and I need a diverse group of 
women to drive this mission.  We have 
no experience in what we need to do, 

but know that God will 
show us and others the way.   
We will have fun, because that is  
a big part of what UMW do. We have 
fun while sharing Godôs blessings with 
others not as fortunate.  
 

Please consider joining the nominations 
team.  We have work to do and would 
enjoy doing it with you! 
 

Barb Rascher, Chair  
802 E Larmon St 
Tolono IL  61880 
tel: 217.485.5566  
email: rascher@uillinois.edu 
 

Joyce Cole 
312 E Garfield 
Cissna Park IL  60924 
tel: 815.457.0110 
email: pinkie@localline2.com  

Treasury Notes from Nina 
Dear Ladies, 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce myself as the new treasurer 
for the Iroquois River District. 
 

I have been a Rankin resident for the 
past 18 years and a member of the 
United Methodist Church for approxi-
mately 5 years now.  I have been mar-
ried for 5 years in April 2010 and 
together we have 6 children and 2 
grandchildren. 
 

My husband, Michael Holt is in the Illi-
nois Army National Guard, and is re-
cently deployed to Mississippi on spe-
cial duty, for the next few months.  Our 
oldest, Billy, 35, lives in TN, with his 2 
daughters, Chelsea, 13 and Rachel, 11. 

He runs a concrete shop in Nashville for 
IMI.  Both of his daughters are doing well 
in school and are cheerleaders.  Becky, 
32, lives here in town.  She has her 
beautician license and a degree in Early 
Childhood Development.  Matthew, 27, 
lives in Rantoul and works as a service 
tech for Stanley Steamer.  Anthony, 20, 
is a Marine and lives with his new wife 
Stacey, in NC.  Stacey works for Pet 
Smart and is a pet groomer.  Anthony is 
the one we all have been praying for. 
Christmas day he was shot in the foot in 
Afghanistan.  He has had 3 surgeries 
and hopefully only one more to go.  They 
had to amputate the 2nd toe on his right 
foot.  Alicia, 19, lives in Champaign and 
is attending Parkland College with plans 

in a nursing career.  Zack, our youngest 
at age 18, lives with us while finishing 
high school at PBL in Paxton.  He is 
very active in football, track and weight 
lifting competitions. 
 

I am excited and eager to be the new 
treasurer for the Iroquois River District.   
Thank you for letting me introduce my-
self and my family. I look forward to my 
new position and doing the best 
possible job. 
 

Thanks, 
Nina Holt 
181 N 2800 E 
Rankin IL  60960 
tel: 217.397.2294 
email: nlholt@localline2.com 

mailto:rascher@uillinois.edu
mailto:pinkie@localline2.com
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Program Resources 
For the past four years it has been my 
privilege to serve as our districtôs Secre-
tary of Program Resources.  During that 
term we saw the transition from the 
Service Center in Cincinnati to the new 
Mission Resource Center in Dallas.  
Though there were some bumps along 
the way, everything now runs smoothly 
and the orders I have submitted for con-
signment have been handled very effi-
ciently.  Since I love to read, this posi-
tion has been a good fit for me and I 
wish I could continue as your SPR; 
however, our Constitution and By-Laws 
donôt allow serving for more than four 
years in one office.  Unfortunately, no 
one has indicated an interest in taking 

over this position.  The Nominating Com-
mittee has made many contacts to no 
avail.  If no one assumes the position it is 
likely that there will not be resources 
available at the district meetings and 
units will need to do their own ordering 
through the Mission Resource Center, 
either by phone or from the website.  If 
there is someone who would consider 
becoming the new Secretary of Program 
Resources, please contact our Nominat-
ing Committee or any of the district offi-
cers.  I would be glad to mentor anyone 
through the spring meeting.  Please 
prayerfully consider this. 
 

For the time being, those units who have 
names of reading program participants 

may still submit them to me and I will 
see that they get their certificates and 
recognition at the spring meeting.  They 
must be sent to me by Feb 19 in order 
to get the certificates prepared and into 
the Presidentôs packets.   
 

It has been a pleasure to meet so many 
of you over these past four years when 
you visited the resource room at our 
district meetings. 
 

Kay McCoy 
18 Lange Ave 
Savoy IL  61874 
tel: 217.351.9106  
email: mccoy18@comcast.net 

ôHands Onõ Project at the Spring Meeting 
The óHands Onô project this spring will 
be health kits for the MidWest Mission 
Distribution Center.   
 

Here is the list of items to bring.  We 
already have gallon bags so please 
donôt bring those.   In addition  to the kit 
items a suggested shipping donation is 
$1.00 per kit. 
 
Health Kits 

1 Hand Towel (not finger-tip or 
kitchen size) 
1 Wash Cloth 
1 Comb (regular size, not pocket 
size, no rat-tail combs, no barber 

combs; Suggestion-Little Goody 2 
Pack) 
1 Fingernail Clipper (no files or em-
ery boards) 

1 Bar of Soap (3 oz. or larger in 
original wrapper) 
1 Toothbrush (in original wrapper) 
(no multiple packs please) 
1 Tube of Toothpaste (4.5 oz or 
larger, in original wrapper. Check 
expiration dates-must be at 
least ONE YEAR ahead.) 
6 Adhesive Bandages (Band-aids; 
no pictures, regular size and 
wrapped in a rubber band). 

 

Please make sure all items are the cor-
rect sizes. If they are not the correct 
size they are unusable.  And please be 
sure all items are new! 
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Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 
In a communication from Lessie 
Bates Davis NH Lisa Graves 
summed up 2009 as a year of 
triumphs and tribulations.  One 
of the highlights was the fact 
that they were celebrating their 
100th anniversary and the chal-
lenge was out for UMW units to 
take part in their 100 Acts of Kindness.  
In November 400 attended the anniver-
sary banquet and over 100 baskets 
were donated for auction.  Bishop Greg-
ory V. Palmer was guest speaker.  The 
staff sends thanks to all who donated 
toys and other items for the children        
and youth in December. 
 

The threat of closing their doors was 

                                     very real in 2009                
                                        as payments  
                                             from the  
                                       State of Illinois  
                                       became slower  
                                       and slower.   
                                       They have 
been able to keep their ministry striving 
with hard work and a lot of prayers.  
The payments from the state are slowly 
being distributed but we need to con-
tinue to pray for this ministry and give 
them all the support we can.  
 

One way you can give support right now 
is by supplying the items on their wish 
list at our district spring meeting.  They 
are asking for diapers and wipes.  Just 

look for the Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House table at the meet-
ing.  Thank you!    
 

Your district representatives to LBDNH 
will be meeting with the staff there early 
in March so we will have further up-
dates for you then. 
 

Kay McCoy 
18 Lange Ave 
Savoy IL  61874 
tel: 217.351.9106  
email: mccoy18@comcast.net 
 

Linda Grose 
1189 Country Club Rd 
Sullivan IL  61951 
tel: 217.728.4697 
email: mlgrose@egix.net 

Cunningham Childrenõs Home 
From God's Little Devotional Book: 
"God sends children for another pur-
pose than merely to keep up the race--
to enlarge our hearts, to make us unsel-
fish, and full of kindly sympathies and 
affections." 
 

Happy Winter time to all. We have 
taken some time these cold days to 
read and study and we are feeling re-
freshed. Just think, soon it will be spring 
and a time to really get involved again! 
 

Last year more than 244 units received 
the Spirited Servant award from Cun-
ningham. If you have not returned your 
form to CCH, please do it as soon as 
possible so you can be one of those 
honored by Cunningham for all of the 
support you give them during the year.  
  

As you know, Cunningham is now col-
lecting Box Top coupons. These cou-
pons can be found on a lot of different 
items, from food to toilet tissue.  Cun-
ningham uses these coupons as a way 

to make money to purchase much 
needed items for their kids. Please con-
tinue to save these coupons, bring them 
to our district meeting in March or send 
them to Cunningham directly. 
 

Guardian Parents make a difference to 
the life of the youth at CCH. Special 
friends pledge to make a regular finan-
cial gift that will help create memories 
for the kids. If you or your unit is not a 
Guardian Parent, please contact Cun-
ningham to help make memories.  
 

As most of us know, each child receives 
a quilt when he or she comes to Cun-
ningham that is theirs to keep. The 
youth know that these beautiful quilts 
are made by someone that loves them. 
So, this year be sure to celebrate this 
quilt tradition at CCH by attending the 
Festival of Quilts on April 16 and 17. 
These two special days will be held at 
the Spiritual Life Center on the Cun-
ningham campus. You can be a spon-

sor, a quilter, a crafter, or a volunteer. 
For more information, contact Cunning-
ham.  
  

We wish all of you a wonderful rest of 
the winter and look forward to seeing 
you in March, if not before.  
  

1 John 3:18 - ñMy Little children, let us 
not love in word, neither in tone; but in 
deed and in truth.ò 
  

Please call either of us for a time to 
meet with your unit to learn more about 
the Kids at CCH. 
  

Yours in Christ, 
  

Roberta Sterrenberg 
PO Box 486   
Piper City IL  60959 
tel: 815.686.2771 
 

Bobby Walker 
406 W Diller 
Broadlands IL  61816 
tel: 217.834.3617 
email: bswalker@ablwireless.com 
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Education & Interpretation 
Our Giving Makes Mission Possible 
 

As we read and hear about the horrors 
of the earthquake disaster in Haiti, what 
better example of where and how our 
mission dollars are so desperately 
needed. 
 

Big donations are great, but equally 
important are the small ways in which 
we can participate in mission giving: 

Treat Dollars for Mi$$ion ï Substitute 
one dollar for those calories in a candy 
bar or a dish of ice cream or replace 
that extra cup of coffee. Challenge your 
fellow UMW members to join you in this 
fun way of giving. 
 

Mission Mile Pennies -  Take just one 
little penny and challenge your fellow 
UMW members to add 99 more pennies 
to reach One Dollar for Mission. This 

One Dollar equals 6.25 feet toward the 
$844.80 it takes to reach a mile. 
 

Remember: Giving is what makes 
Mission possible! 
 

Carol Christy 
1953 N 2230 E 
Watseka IL  60970 
tel: 815.432.4503 
email: bcchristy@sisna.com 

Communications 
their name and address and  
I will be sure to add them to 
the mailing list. 
 

Donôt forget to check out our UMW 
page on the Iroquois River District web 
site at www.iroquoisriverdistrict.org.   A 
PDF version of the newsletters will be 
posted there for anyone to download.  
You will also find important dates, up-
coming events and other important in-
formation. 
 

Happy New Year to all! 

Iôm back é for one more year as your 
Communications Coordinator!! 
 

I will do my best to send the newsletter 
out to all local UMW presidents, vice-
presidents, secretaries, treasurers and 
program resource coordinators, but Iôm 
sure I will miss someone.  If there is 
anyone in your local unit that is not an 
officer but would like to receive the  
newsletter PLEASE contact me with  

                   If your local unit would  
                   like to have an event posted   
                   on the web site please let  
                   me know.   
I look forward to hearing from you and 
seeing you at the Spring meeting!   

Blessings,                                               

Pat Setzler 

601 Pheasant Lane 

Savoy IL  61874                                         

tel: 217.351.7797                                                 

email: office@iroquoisriverdistrict.org 

mailto:bcchristy@sisna.com


2010 Shepherdess List 
Officer Local Unit Officer Local Unit Officer Local Unit 

Judy Stoll Champaign First 
Dan Bowman Ave 
Urbana Grace 
Urbana Wesley 

Becky Fox Bement 
Camargo 
Tuscola 
Villa Grove 

Judy Hudgens Bellflower 
Bismarck 
Mahomet 
Roberts/Thawville 
Sibley 

Nina Holt Catlin 
Danville First 
Hoopeston 
Middlefork 
 

Bettie Tucker Centerville 
Loda 
Rankin 
Rossville 
 

Carol Christy Crescent City 
Donovan 
Woodland 

Dottie Nickell Countryside 
Paxton 
Savoy 
Urbana First 

Pam Socie Champaign Faith 
Danville St James 
Mt Vernon 
Tolono 

Pat Setzler Broadlands 
Rantoul 
St Joseph 

Joyce Cole Collison 
Piper City 

Roberta  
Sterrenberg 

Cissna Park 
Gilman 
Milford 
Watseka 

Bobby Walker Allerton 
Indianola 
Sullivan 

Linda Grose Arcola  
Arthur 
Hindsboro 
Murdock/Newman 

Kay McCoy Farmer City 
Oakwood 
Weedman 
Weldon 

  

Calendar of Events 
Date Time Event                         Location 

Feb 26-27  Spiritual Retreat UM Center, Springfield 

Sat, March 27 9:30am - 2pm District Spring Meeting Rantoul UMC 

April 16-17  Festival of Quilts Spiritual Life Center, Cunningham Childrenôs 
Home, Urbana 

April 30 - May 2  Assembly 2010 St Louis 

July 30 - Aug 1  Weekend School of Christian  
Mission 

Springfield 

Aug 1 - Aug 4  Weekday School of Christian  
Mission 

Springfield 

Sat, Sept 18 9:30am - 2pm District Fall Meeting Sullivan UMC 
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Festival of Quilts 
Quilts do make a difference. 

As you know, each youth who comes to 
Cunningham Children's Home receives 
their very own quilt that has been 
stitched with love - and many of these 
quilts have been lovingly stitched by 
you and your unit!  We celebrate this 
wonderful tradition annually at the Festi-
val of Quilts. 
 

Please plan to join us for this event - 
you won't want to miss it!  You will be 
able to walk through the show quilts 
(and vote for your favorite quilt), bid 
on silent auction quilts (they are gor-
geous), snack on goodies from the bake 
sale (and take some home) and shop in 
the gift shop (you'll want to keep going 
back). You will also be able to enjoy 

seeing quilts made for today's Cunning-
ham youth and learn more about the 
tradition that began 115 years ago 
when the women started making quilts 
for the kids of Cunningham Children's 
Home. 
 

If you or someone you know would like 
to show a quilt, donate a quilt for the 

auction, make handmade items for the 
gift shop, or buy tickets ($5/ticket--good 
for both days), please visit our website 
at www.cunninghamhome.org or call 
Stephanie Lynge at 217.367.3728, 
ext.174 for more details. 
 

We hope to see you here at the Festival 
on April 16-17 at the Spiritual Life Cen-
ter, 1301 N Cunningham Ave, Urbana 
IL 61802. 
 

Amy Mills 

Director of Advancement 

Cunningham Children's Home 

1301 N Cunningham Ave 

Urbana, IL 61802 

tel: 217.337.9073 
email: amills@cunninghamhome.org 

NONPROFIT 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
SAVOY IL 

PERMIT NO. 48 

Iroquois River District Office 

303 S Mattis Ave 

Suite 206 

Champaign IL  61821 

Address Service Requested 

Iroquois River District UMW  

http://www.cunninghamhome.org/
mailto:amills@cunninghamhome.org

